We Friends o Spring Meeting, offer this statement in support of the sclemn belief that actions do, of
necessity, speak louder than any words, and illuminate the true characler of ourselves and of others. Let thus
our actions be that by which we are judged.

Unity within North Carolina Yearly Meating of Friends United Meeting (NCYM-FUM]: Wa baliave that unity is bast
achiewad by embracing aof our diversity and, not through the cleavage of our assaciation from others owear doctrinal mattars.
Wa cars nol what an individual or congregation claims o profess, plading our highest regard on what they practice. Far
wards, 85 we have wilnassad, often maan lithe and ara callously cast about by some. As Georgae Fox stated, it s nat what
ane professas that is of importance, but what ane practices. We shall judpgs, and ssk io ba judged oursalwves, by the actions
af an individual or congregation. It is curious to haar athers within our yeary mesting speak of unifying the mesting by usa of
axclusion and division, by attempting io cast out thesa with which thay parcaive da not agrea with their absolutist
interpredation of Scriptuns, their world view af social issues af tha Day. Within the history of the Society of Friends, as with
ather faiths, this strategy has repestadly been applied, anly io lsed o more division, more misundarstanding, and a
distraction away from tha true charga of our Faith. Thal true chamga is to demonstrate by our ACTIONS, the love for our
fellow persons after the example of Jasus Christ. As Wiliam Penn staled in 1683,

The humble, mesk, mercifud, just, pious, and dewvoul sowls are evarywhare of one raligion; and when death has taken
off the mask they will kmow ome amathey, though the divers Ivenes they wear here makes tham strangers.

We balieve that each past schism has weakened our sociaty and inhibited that cause of practicing the example of
Jasus Christ. Each curment branch of our Sociaty has camried away some strangth from the original Society, but has
also abandoned some valuable atinbutes, o its detrimant, to another branch. So it will be again if thoss professing
unity through division camry the day. We embrace all branches of the Religious Society of Friends, that diversity
begets strangth and vitality a5 we sifwa to leam from and appreciate ans anather.

Askings by North Carolina Yearly Meating of Friends United Mesting: YWhat ars "askings™? If tha word is true to itsalf,
it is samething that is asked, not demanded. Our meeding strives io pay the amount of the "askings™ requested by the Yeary
hMaeting which is consistent with our degree of uss of the sarvices darived from the Yearly Mesting. Ower the past several
years, spprocamalely 30%-40% of the Yeary Meating budget has been devatad o the funding of *Pasiors’ Benafits”. Spring
Meaeting employs no pasior and has not dona so for over a decade, choosing to adopt a tradition of Friends' warship that
mare dasely resambles the historical manmer of Frisnds. Our meeting has faithfully and consistenily paid the 60%-70%
portion of the Yearly Maesting "askings™ that are not associated with tha pastoral system, and apply tha remaining balancs o
needs within tha Yeardy Mealing {such as Quakar Lake) and the greatar Religious Society of Friends (such as tha Amarnican
Friends Service Committee, Quaker House, Frands Committes on Mational Legislation, atc.}), and othar needy causes.
Thera hava bean expressions of concam by other individuals and congregations within our yeardy mesting that funds ara
diverted to other organizations, such as Fisdmont Friends. Fellowship ar Friands General Conference. Thesea othar
arganizations have no duas, no financial requiraments for sssociation, no "askings™. Funds are nat diverted from the yearly
meeting "askings™ o tham.

Associalion with other Friends' arganizations: Our maeling is 8 member of Fiedmont Friends Fellowship {PFF) though
wa are nof members of the Piedmont Friends Yeary Meating that is baing formed, choosing anly to remain 8 member of the
fellowship. As a grassroots, botiom-up arganization, PFF does nat hawve askings, duas ar othar financial requirements. It
has no siaff to support. Thars are na funds from aur maeting baing diverted from WCYM ta PFF. Our mesting doas not
considar PFF io ba a compalitor or rival io NGYM. Our reason for having affiliations with bath organizations is to bridge tha
chasm thal unnecessanly exgsts between lhese two branches of the Saciety of Friends, each of which lacks a banaficial
aepect of the cthar. Whila some mambers of aach organization, particulary within NCYM, seek io widan this chasm and
hold no association with the other, we seak a masningful unity among all Friends that such an affiliation can foster.

The "Founding Baliefs™ of Morth Carolina Yearly Mesting: A common theme and quots in many of the recant latters
fram meetings has been their axpectation of adharence to the “founding beliefs™ of MCYM. This is 2 most interasting
siatement Far the recard, Morth Caraling Yearly Meeting was first crganized in the late 17th century, with tha first formal
gatharing deemad a yeary masting baing hald in 1687. Tha Religious Sociaty of Friends and MCYM were founded during



that century on the principles that each and every persan could have a diredt and personal relationship with God, that thera
was no need for what Fox and othar early Friends termad “hireling priests”, our charge being fo “walk cheerfully over the
warld, answering that of God in everyana™. The increased emphasis on Biblical supremacy as compared o the leading of tha
Haly Spint was not a founding principle. Robert Barclay, in his widely raspected *Apology” (16876) on the foundations of the

Sociaty, went o great lengths to explain:

From the revelations of the Spirt of God fo the faithfil have come the schplures of Trelh, which conlain: (1) a
faithiul hizforcal accownt af the behavior of God's peaple in varows ages and of the many unusual and remarkable
actz of God which they expenenced, (2) a prophetic account of somae things aleady past, and of others yei fo come,
(3} & full ard adeguate accourt! of all of e chisef prnciples of the doctrine of Ghirst which were spoken, or which
ware wiitten, by the mofians of God's Spird at varous fimes in treasured declsrations, exhordalions, and maxims
which were given fo cerdain churches and their pasiors.

MNeverthedess, because the scrplures are only & declaration of the source, and rot the sowce itsslf, they ame not
fo be considersd the principal forndation of all fruth and knowledgs. They are not even to be considsred as the
adequats pamary rute of all faith and practice. Yet, becauss they give a true and faithfil fesiimaony of the source
it=alf, they are and may be regarded as 8 secondary ruwhs that is subordingts to the Spikt, from which they obiain alf
their excelence and ceraimiy. We trly kmow them only by the inward feshimony of the Spidl or, a5 the scriptures
themsselves say, the Spirt iz the guide by which the faithful are lad into all Truth (John 16:13). Thersfore, according
o the sciplures, the Spirt is the first and prncipal leader (Fom 8:14). Becauss we are receplive fo the scripduras,
as the product of the Spint, i iz for that very reazom thal the Spint iz the primary and principal rule of faith.

It is our hopa that NCYM-FUM doss return to iis *founding beliafs™ and seeks a8 more comprehensiva understanding and
appredation of the whole history of tha Raligious Society of Friends. Swch an undarstanding might lead to the realization
that tha Richmand Declaration is a faidy recent document {1887} within that hisiory which was produced by ona faction
within the Sociaty with tha inient o enforce conformity by that faction, with the result of creating mare disunity within the
Socaty that remains to this day.

Regardless of the efiors by some fo enforce  sither strict conformity or separation—which only serves to divide, to ostracize,
to cast out—our mesating chooses instead to confinue o remain a member of this yearly meeting, to sask harmony, not
division. Wa do not consider differences of beliefs among us as threats, but as opportunitias for spirteal growth in a warld full
af God-created diversity. We shall remain. We seek o spaak Truth to Power, and to act by the Golden Ruls, after tha
axample of Jesus Christ. We do not demand conformity of athers, nor do we saek to ba bound by axpectations of
conformity by others. We place litHle significance in professions of faith. Ve ask anly to be judged by our actions. Far as
reconded in 2 Corinthians:

Do we bagin again o commend ourselvas? or naed we, a5 soma athers, epistles of commendation to you, or leflers
af commendation from you? Ye ara our apisile written in our hearts, known and read of all men: Forasmuch 85 ye
are manifesily dedared to ba the aepisla of Christ ministered by ws, written not with ink, but with the Spint of the
living God; not in tablas of stone, but in fleshy tablas of the heart.

And such trust have we through Christ to God-ward: Not that we are sufficient of oursalves to think any thing == of
aursalves; but our sufficiency is of God; Who also hath made us able ministers of the new tastament; nat of tha
lattar, but of the spirit: for the latbar killeth, but the spint giveth lifie.

and reaffirmed by the Quaker elders at Balby in 1656:

Deardy belaved Friends, ihese things we do not lay upon you as a rule or form to walk by; but that all, with a
massurs of the light, which is pure and holy, may be guided: and 5o in the light walking and abiding, thess things
may be fulfilled in the Spirit, not in the latter, for the letter killeth, but the Spirit giveth life.

Our statement should be disregarded if our practices fail to support it. The waonds harein containad are only as valid as tha
actians that consecrata or violate them. It is our andeawar to hold oursehwas to such a standard.
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